ASSOCIATION OF O & C COUNTIES

COMM. TONY HYDE, PRES.
COLUMBIA COUNTY COURTHOUSE
230 STRAND STREET

ST. HELENS, OREGON 97051

(503) 397-4322

COMM. FAYE STEWART, VICE-PRES.

ROCKY McVAY, EXEC. DIR.
16289 HWY. 101 SOUTH, SUITE A
BROOKINGS, OREGON 97415

(541) 412-1624

FAX (541) 412-8325
rocky@blupac.com

LANE COUNTY COURTHOUSE KEVIN Q. DAVIS, LEGAL COUNSEL
125 E. 8TH AVENUE ONE S.W. COLUMBIA STREET, SUITE 1600
EUGENE, OREGON 97401 PORTLAND, OREGON 97258
(541) 682-4203 (503) 517-2405

COMM. SIMON HARE, SEC.-TREAS.
JOSEPHINE COUNTY COURTHOUSE
500 N.W. 6TH STREET

GRANTS PASS, OREGON 97526
(541) 474-5221

October 1, 2015

Senator Ron Wyden Senator Jeff Merkley

221 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg. 313 Hart Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC, 20510 Washington, DC 20510
Representative Peter DeFazio Representative Greg Walden

2134 Rayburn Office Bldg. 2185 Rayburn House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515
Representative Kurt Schrader Representative Earl Blumenauer
2431 Rayburn House Office Bldg. 1111 Longworth House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 50515

Representative Susan Bonamici
439 Cannon House Office Bldg.
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Members of the Oregon Congressional Delegation:

The Association of O&C Counties represents the interests of Counties in Western Oregon within
which lie the unique O&C Lands, as well as other federal timberlands. The O&C Lands are
dedicated by federal law to the production of timber for the purpose of supporting local
communities. The purposes of the Association include working with members of the Oregon

Congressional Delegation in connection with legislation and administration of federal laws affecting

the O&C lands.

This year’s devastating fire season has exposed the need to reform the federal government’s flawed
system for funding wildfire suppression and end the practice of “fire borrowing.” We agree. But it

is equally imperative that action be taken to recover the economic value of and rehabilitate burned

forests, meaningfully reduce the risk of future fires, and restore forest resiliency on O&C and other

federal forestlands through more active management. Otherwise, we will continue to experience
larger wildfires that threaten more lives, homes and forests. We urge Congress to take action on
legislation to streamline forest restoration and recovery projects, reduce litigation, and end the
practice of fire borrowing.

Members of the Association of O&C Counties
(Signatures on next page)
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